
GROWTH GROUP QUESTIONS: 

  

Text: Malachi 2:10-17

The Israelites had lost their first love. When our flame goes out 
for God it will reveal itself in our lack of respect, reverence, and 
devotion to God. It will show itself in our lack of giving and 
ingratitude and in our integrity. Now we are about to read how it 
will affect our relationships with those around us and 
especially our spouses. 


See Malachi 2:10


What a great_____________ to be respectful and kind to others. 

See Genesis 1:27 and Leviticus 19:18


Malachi presents the great rhetorical question - Aren’t we all 
created in the image of God? If so then why do we deal in an evil 
manner towards each other? This truth is foundational in our 
respect and treatment of others and God is aware of your 
treatment of others. To steal from someone is to not only deprive 
that person of their possessions but more importantly, it is to 
interfere and rob the blessings God had given and intended for 
that person. What a dangerous place to be in. In Malachi God is 
really targeting the divorce rate amongst the people.  

1. How did this message speak to your heart? 


2. Why is it important to treat others with respect and 
kindness?    


3. What does it means to be unequally yoked? 


4. Why is marriage important to God?   


Answers to blanks
Reminder 
Foreign
Marriage

A Call to Faithfulness 

THE BOOK OF 

MALACHI

The Pharisees didn’t like his answer and argued with him… 

Concessions were created because we are sinners. Moses 
didn’t command us anything. God permitted you to divorce 
because you are so hard of heart that if he didn’t permit you to 
do that harm would have come to that woman. 




1. First Offense - Marrying _________________-Wives 

Why God cares is that God is the creator of marriage. It is His 
institution hence the reason man is not able to redefine it. God 
also loves marriage. It is His design.


See Deuteronomy 7:3-6


God tells these Israelites through Malachi that you have been 
unfaithful to me by intermarrying with people who worship false 
gods. It’s an abomination. 


What about the New Testament?  See 2 Corinthians 6:14-16 

God calls this type of union or marriage “unequally yoked”.  
What does it mean to unequally yoked? Try to visualize what 
would happen if a farmer yoked together, say, an ox and a 
donkey. The heavy wooden yoke, designed to harness the 
strength of the team, would be askew, as the animals are of 
different heights, weights, walk at different speeds and with 
different gaits. The yoke, instead of harnessing the power of the 
team to complete the task, would rub and chafe BOTH animals, 
since the load would be distributed unequally. An unequal marriage 
is not just unwise for the Christian, it is also unfair to the non-
Christian, and will end up being a trial for them both.


Being unequally yoked eventually rubs both people the wrong 
way. 


I have heard this before “Well I will just lead my mate to the Lord 
after we get married.”


See 1 Corinthians 7:12-16


The reality is your spouse has free will to reject or receive the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. You can’t go in to a relationship hoping to 
change a person’s mind. That is setting yourself up for trouble. 


See 1 Corinthians 7:39 

2. Second Offense - A Low View of__________________ 

The purpose of marriage is multifaceted. Its a wonderful 
institution. 


- God loves marriage for the good it does in society.

- God loves marriage for the way it meets the needs of men, women, 

and children.

- Most of all, God loves marriage as a tool for conforming us into the 

image of His Son.


The neglected and divorced wives of the priests came and 
wept at God’s altar. When their priestly husbands then offered 
sacrifice to God at the same altar it offended God.


See Psalm 128:3 and Colossians 3:19


What a powerful verse. The term witness is important here. 
What does it mean that God is the witness? 
During biblical times the witness served as the county records or 
the transaction history.


Witnesses are used today. To be officially married in the state’s 
eyes you need a witness to your ceremony that signs the wedding 
certificate.


The Lord is rising up as a witness between you and your 
spouse. He attended your wedding and mine. He heard you and I 
make the promises.


See Proverbs 2:16-17 and Genesis 2:24


God hates divorce! His plan was for one man and one woman to 
be married for life. When it doesn’t happen and that marriage is 
dissolved God hates it.


See Matthew 19:3-10



