


Text: Matthew 5:38-48

1. Love and retribution. - Matthew 5:38-42  

The Mosaic law taught an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth 


See Exodus 21:24 

But over time religious teachers moved this command out of its 
proper sphere (a principle limiting retribution for the civil 
government) and put it in the wrong sphere (as an obligation in 
personal relationships).

 

But whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to 
him the other also: Here, Jesus presents the fullness of the eye 
for an eye law, and how its idea of limiting revenge extends into 
the principle of accepting evil against yourself.


In ancient Jewish culture a backhanded slap across the right 
cheek as a terrible insult. It was humiliating! Jesus is saying that 
the true Christian has learned to handle an insult and not seek to 
retaliate for a slight. 


Loving Those Against You

https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=Exodus+21.24&t=NKJV


When we think how Jesus Himself was insulted and spoken 
against (as a glutton, a drunk, an illegitimate child, a blasphemer, 
a madman, and so forth) we see how He lived out this principle.


It is also wrong to think Jesus means that there is no place for 
punishment or retribution in society. Jesus here speaks to 
personal relationships, and not to the proper functions of 
government in restraining evil


See Romans 13:1-4 

I must turn my cheek when I am personally insulted, but the 
government has a responsibility to restrain the evil man from 
physical assault.


if any man will sue thee at the law, and take away thy coat, let 
him have thy cloke also: Under the Law of Moses, the outer 
cloak could not be taken from someone. 


I know this goes against most of our natures. I am a big believer 
in laws and just rules.  If the law requires that I do something, I do 
it. 


If a judge determines that I owe something for an offense I have 
caused I will pay it. but it is my nature not to pay a cent more!  


Jesus words clearly go against my nature.   


Whosoever shall compel thee to go a mile, go with him twain:

At that time, Judea was under Roman military occupation. Under 
military law, any Roman soldier might command a Jew to carry 
his soldier’s pack for one mile – but only one mile. 


Jesus says, “Not only should you go the one mile required by law 
and give another mile out of a of love.” This is how we transform 
an attempt to manipulate us into an act of love.


https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=Romans+13.1-4&t=NKJV


Give to him that asketh thee: We might say that Paul repeated 
this idea of Jesus: 


See Romans 12:21 

2. Love and your enemy - Matthew 5:43-47  

The Mosaic Law commanded you shall love your neighbor 
(Leviticus 19:18). Yet some teachers in the days of Jesus added 
an opposite – and evil – misapplication: an equal obligation to 
hate your enemy.


They looked upon all the non-Hebrew nations not as their 
neighbors, but as their enemies, and they were not required to 
love their enemies.


But I say to you, love your enemies: Instead, Jesus reminds that 
in the sense God means it, all people are our neighbors, even our 
enemies. To truly fulfill this law we must love, bless, do good and 
pray for our enemies – not only our friends.


What is the best way to destroy your enemies? By transforming 
them into our friends.


What is your attitude toward persecution? Do you respond with 
retaliation or love? 


Can I pause here? You don’t have to make everyone who sees 
things a little differently than you into your enemy. We need to 
give space to allow people to be different. Even in a church, 
remember that there is the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is far better 
at changing a person than you are.  


That ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven: 
In doing this, we are imitating God, who shows love towards His 
enemies, by sending rain on the just and on the unjust.


https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=Romans+12.21&t=NKJV
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=Leviticus+19.18&t=NKJV


This is an example – that we also are to love our enemies and 
bless them if we can. 


In doing so, we show ourselves to be children of our Father in 
heaven.


For if you love those who love you, what reward have you: 
What do you do more than the sinner? We should regard it as no 
matter of virtue if we merely return the love that is given to us.


3. The conclusion: be perfect. - Matthew 5:48   

If a man could live the way Jesus has told us to in this chapter, he 
would truly be perfect. If a man could keep just what Jesus said 
here, he would truly have a righteousness greater than the scribes 
and the Pharisees, the very thing we must have to enter into 
God’s Kingdom. 


But there is only one man who has lived like this: Jesus Christ. 
What about the rest of us? Are we left out of the Kingdom of 
God?


Jesus is saying that the true direction in which the law has always 
pointed is not towards simply outward restraints, designed to 
keep in line the hardness of men’s heart. No, it pointed to all the 
perfection of God, exemplified in our text today by the 
authoritative interpretation of Jesus of the law.


True, Jesus has revealed God’s ultimate standard, and we must 
take it to heart. But His primary intent was to say, “If you want to 
be righteous by the law, you must keep the whole law, internal 
and external – that is, you must be perfect.”


Jesus has demonstrated that we need a righteousness that is 
apart from the law. 


See Romans 3:21-22 

https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=Romans+3.21-22&t=NKJV


Finally, when it comes to understanding the interpretation and the 
demands of the law, we do well to remember another aspect of 
Jesus’ teaching on the law: love God and our neighbor.


See 1 Timothy 1:5 

Conclusion: This is love in action! Too many times we justify bad 
behavior, cruel words and harsh treatment as love.  


We say, “I am doing this because I love you.”  We call it tough 
love.  There is a place for speaking the truth, and rebuking a 
person. Jesus loves us, and He will correct us when we start 
doing wrong. But be careful that your love isn’t just hate in 
disguise.  Jesus in this text reveals what true love looks like in His 
kingdom! 


Turn the other cheek

Give your cloak also

Go the second mile 

Love your enemies 


I don’t know about you, but can you see a modern day 
application for this truth?  


“Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to 
them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use 
you, and persecute you;”     


Christian there are some battles that God doesn’t want you to 
fight!  The battle is the Lord’s! There are some things He wants 
you to do. Show the Love of God. 


Let’s be the light and salt that God wants us to be!  


   




1. Was the eye for an eye law a good law? How would it 
work today?  


2. Has anyone insulted you? How did you respond?  


3. Why was being compelled to carry the solders pack so 
humiliating? How would you feel if this happened to 
you? 


4. What is the best way to destroy your enemies? Have you 
ever done this? 


5. Should a Christians character be different? Why? 


6. What does it mean that the rain falls on the just and the 
unjust? 


7. How can we love our enemies? 


8. How should we pray for our enemies? 


9. How can righteousness be established without the law? 
See Romans 3:21-22 


10.  How can we be perfect? 


11.What is the end of the commandment or how can the 
law be summed up? See 1 Timothy 1:5 and Matthew 
22:36-40  

                GROWTH GROUP DISCUSSION   


