


Text: Matthew 7:7-11

1. Keep asking, seeking and knocking. - Matthew 7:7-8 

We see a progressive intensity, going from ask to seek to 
knock. Jesus told us to have intensity, passion, and 
persistence in prayer. The fact that Jesus came back to the 
subject of prayer – already dealt with in some depth in 
Matthew 6:5-15 – shows the importance of prayer.

In this three-fold description of prayer as asking, seeking, 
and knocking we see different aspects of prayer and different 
aspects of its reward.

· Prayer is like asking in that we simply make our requests 
known to God, and everyone who asks receives. 
Receiving is the reward of asking.

The Reality of Relationship 
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· Prayer is like seeking in that we search after God, His 
word, and His will; and he who seeks finds. Finding is the 
reward of seeking.

· Prayer is like knocking until the door is opened, and we 
seek entrance into the great heavenly palace of our Great 
King. Entering through the opened door into His palace is 
the reward of knocking, and the best reward of all.

Ask, and it shall be given you: God promises an answer to 
the one who diligently seeks Him. Many of our passionless 
prayers are not answered for good reason, because it is 
almost as if we ask God to care about something we care 
little or nothing about.

2. God will provide our needs - Matthew 7:9-11 

Jesus made it clear that God doesn’t have to be persuaded 
or appeased in prayer. He wants to give us not just bread, 
but even more than what we ask for.

Thankfully, the times we ask for something as bad as a 
serpent without knowing, like a loving parent God often 
mercifully spares us the just penalty of our ignorance.

If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto 
your children, how much more shall your Father which 
is in heaven: It is blasphemous to deny God’s answer to the 
seeking heart. We imply that God is even worse than an evil 
man is.

What a picture is here given of the goodness of God!



3. The Golden Rule - Matthew 7:12

Whatever you want men to do to you, do also to them: 
The negative way of stating this command was known long 
before Jesus. 

It has been well documented that others have said, “You 
should not do to your neighbor what you would not want him 
to do to you.” 

The Golden Rule was not invented by Jesus, but this is 
different because Jesus puts it in the positive, to say that we 
should do unto others what we want them to do unto us.

This especially applies to Christian fellowship. If we would 
experience love and have people reach out to us, we must 
love and reach out to others.

For this is the Law and the Prophets: Jesus shows that 
this simple principle – the Golden Rule – summarizes all that 
the Law and the Prophets say about how we should treat 
others. 

If we would simply treat others the way we would want to be 
treated, we would naturally obey all the law says about our 
relationships with others.

4. Two Gates - Matthew 7:13-14 

There is a right way and a wrong way, and Jesus appealed 
to His listeners to decide to go the more difficult way, which 
leads to life.



He understood and taught that not all ways and not all 
destinations are equally good. One leads to destruction, the 
other to life.

Strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth 
unto life: The word strait means narrow. The true gate is 
both narrow and difficult. If your road has a gate that is easy 
and well-traveled, you do well to watch out.

This sermon has been predominately about righteousness. 
The narrow gate are those who trust in the righteousness of 
Jesus Christ by faith, and the broad gate which many 
choose is self-righteousness.  

It you choose self-righteousness it leads to destruction.  If 
you choose the righteousness of Jesus Christ, this gate 
leads to life!  

4. False Prophets and Fruit - Matthew 7:15-20

Jesus just warned us of a path that leads to destruction. Now 
He reminds us that there are many who would try to guide us 
along the broad path that leads to destruction. The first step 
to combating these false prophets is to simply beware of 
them.

What does it means to beware? It means to be cautious and 
alert to the dangers of.  

Which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly 
they are ravening wolves.: It is in the nature of these false 
prophets to deceive and deny their true character. Often 



they deceive even themselves, believing themselves to be 
sheep when in fact they are ravenous wolves.

The basic fault of the false prophet is self interest. A ravening 
wolf is a person who is extremely hungry and hunting for 
prey. they are looking for people to bring to their ideologies 
and doctrines! 

Ye shall know them by their fruits: We guard ourselves 
against false prophets by taking heed to their fruits. This 
means paying attention to several aspects of their life and 
ministry.

We should pay attention to the manner of living a teacher 
shows. Do they show righteousness, humility and 
faithfulness in the way they live?

We should pay attention to the content of their teaching. Is it 
true fruit from God’s Word, or is it man-centered, appealing 
to ears that want to be tickled?

We should pay attention to the effect of their teaching. Are 
people growing in Jesus or merely being entertained, even 
harsh preaching can be entertaining, as long as its not 
directed at you! This is a huge point. False teachers are 
great as gathering crowds, especially in today’s society, with 
online followers. The harsh preachers typically have a large 
online following because what is being said is not directed at 
them! 
 
5. Lord, Lord? - Matthew 7:21-23



Jesus spoke here of a proper verbal confession, where 
these ones called Jesus Lord. This is vital, but never enough 
by itself.

This warning of Jesus applies to people who speak or say 
things to Jesus or about Jesus, but don’t really mean it. 

It isn’t that they believe Jesus is a devil; they are just saying 
the words very superficially. Their mind is elsewhere, but 
they believe there is value in the bare words and fulfilling 
some kind of religious duty with no heart, no soul, not spirit – 
only empty words and passing thoughts.

This warning of Jesus applies to people who say “Lord, 
Lord,” and yet their spiritual life has nothing to do with their 
daily life. 

They go to church, maybe fulfill some daily religious duties, 
yet live in sin.

It is staggering that Jesus claimed He is the one that people 
must stand before on that final day of judgment, and He is 
the one rightly called Lord.

By saying “in that day” Jesus drew our attention to a coming 
day of judgment for all men. 

What is the purpose of your life? 
Will you think as much of it “in that day” as you do now? 
Will you think is was wise to have so earnestly pursued it? 

You may think that you can defend it now, but will you be 
able to defend it then?



With all that is going on in this day, remember that there is 
coming “that Day!” 

Lord, Lord, have we not: The people Jesus speaks of here 
had impressive spiritual accomplishments. They 
prophesied, cast out demons, and had done many 
wonders. These are wonderful things, but they meant 
nothing without true fellowship, true connection with Jesus.

Jesus did not seem to doubt their claims of doing the 
miraculous. He didn’t say, “You didn’t really prophesy or cast 
out demons or do miracles.” 

This leads us to understand that sometimes miracles are 
granted through pretended believers, reminding us that in 
the final analysis, miracles prove nothing.

They even did these things in the name of Jesus. Yet, they 
never really had a relationship of love and fellowship with 
Jesus.

I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity: 
In the end, there is one basis of salvation; it isn’t mere verbal 
confession, not “spiritual works,” but faith in Jesus and being 
known by Him. 

It is our connection to Him – by faith – that secures our 
salvation. Connected to Jesus we are secure; without 
connection to Him all the miracles and great works prove 
nothing.



These are not people who lost their salvation. Instead, they 
never truly had it (I never knew you).
    

1. What does asking, seeking, and knocking mean to me is 
relation to prayer?    


2. Does God give us everything we ask for? What does it 
means that God gives us good gifts?   


3. What is the Golden Rule? 


4. Is it significant that Jesus puts the Golden Rule in the 
positive?  


5. Have you been guilty of treating someone in a way that 
you don’t want to be treated? Can you explain?    


6. What is the strait gate? Why do only a few find it? 


7. What is a false prophet? How can you tell who is a false 
prophet? 


8. How would you explain verses 21-23?   


9. Did these people lose their salvation?  


10.Does this entire passage bring you comfort? Why or why 
not?  
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